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subject to change and dissolution, the latter immutable and per- 
manent ; one perceived by sense, the other apprehended by mind 
alone ; the one is visible, the other invisible. When the soul 
employs the corporeal senses, it wanders, errs, and is confused ; 
but when it separates itself from the body and acts per se or inde- 
pendently, it attains to knowledge which is permanent, immutable, 
and immortal. The soul, therefore, being uncompounded, incor- 
poreal, and invisible, must be indissoluble or indestructible, i. e., 
immortal. (2) The soul is immortal, because it has by virtue 
of its nature self-activity and self-determination. No matter or 
body can be conceived as the originator of movement or activity. 
That which cannot act from itself, but derives its activity from 
another, may cease to move and perish. But that which is self- 
moved never ceases to be active, and is also the cause of motion 
or activity in all other things which are moved. And whatever 
is perpetually active is immortal. This self-activity, says Plato, 
is the very essence and true notion of the soul. Being a cause, 
the soul is therefore a principle, and it is the nature of a principle 
to exclude its contrary. That which is essentially self-active and 
self-determined can never cease to be active ; that which is the 
cause of activity and of change cannot be destroyed by the change 
called death. (3) The soul is immortal, because it possesses 
universal, necessary, and absolute ideas, which are essentially 
superior to the spheres of matter and sense, and participate in no 
respect in the corporeal or the corruptible. No form or species 
of matter, however subtle or refined it may be, can give the 
absolute, the necessary, the eternal. But the soul has the ideas 
of absolute beauty, goodness, perfection, and identity, to name 
only a few, and it has these by reason of its nature, which is one, 
simple, identical, and eternal. This is an argument of extraor- 
dinary strength and force to those who are able to grasp the 
essential distinction between ideas and sensations. 
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